Esophageal atresia. Critical analysis of 39 cases.
Knowledge of the factors that affect morbidity and mortality in the treatment of congenital malformations of the esophagus should result in better planning of their surgical management with increased likelihood of success. In 39 infants studied, associated anomalies, low birth weight, and postoperative respiratory complications were the factors responsible for morbidity and mortality. Infants with associated anomalies had a longer hospitalization than those with none, a mean of 17 vs 12 days.